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THE CALL OF THE AZERBAIJANI
BAR ASSOCIATION TO ITS
INTERNATIONAL COLLEAGUES

Dear Colleagues,

Shortly after the collapse of the Soviet Union in late 1991 and the recognition of the
independence of Armenia and Azerbaijan in the international arena, military operations and
attacks by Armenia against Azerbaijan intensified. Armenia started a war against Azerbaijan,
occupied Nagorno-Karabakh and seven adjacent regions by force, expelled up to a million
people from their ancestral lands?!, pursued a policy of ethnic cleansing in the occupied
territories, committed other serious crimes during the conflict and established a separatist
organization in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan.

Over the past 27 years, the ceasefire has been repeatedly violated by the Armenian armed
forces, and dozens of civilians and children, including a two-year-old toddler, have been
killed as a result of the shots fired from the occupied territories?.

After Nikol Pashinyan became a prime minister, Armenia became more aggressive in
resolving the conflict; statements such as "Nagorno-Karabakh is Armenia”, organisation and
participation in military exercises in Nagorno-Karabakh and other occupied territories by him
and his wife have dealt a serious blow to the negotiation process?.
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On September 27, 2020, the Armenian armed forces violated the ceasefire and tried to
occupy new territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as a result of which military clashes
broke out between the armed forces of the two countries. With the signing of a tripartite
statement* between the parties to the conflict and the Russian Federation on November 10,
2020, the military operations between the parties ended in a victory for the Azerbaijani Army.

| would also like to inform you that the Armenian nationalists, who have historically dreamed
of realizing territorial claims against neighbouring countries and creating a "Greater
Armenia", have pursued a policy of genocide and terrorism against humanity and committed
hideous crimes. They committed not only crimes against people and crimes of special
cruelty, but also a "genocide" against ancient and historical monuments.

The museums of the region looted by the Armenian invaders collected valuable items related
to the history and the culture of the Azerbaijani people, works of art and culture, world-
famous carpets, memorabilia of prominent Azerbaijani personalities and other treasured
materials. Cultural objects that make up the cultural heritage of Azerbaijan in the occupied
territories were destroyed with special cruelty. 12 museums, 6 art galleries, 9 palaces of
historical significance were looted and burned in the occupied territories. 40,000 museum
treasures and exhibits of unique historical significance were looted. The remaining 152
places of worship, temples, as well as 62 mosques in the occupied territories became victims
of Armenian aggression. 4.6 million books and unprecedented manuscripts were destroyed
in 927 libraries which were razed and burned® ©.

The Armenization of some architectural monuments in the liberated territories of Azerbaijan
and the vandalism of others is a matter of serious concern. As a result of these illegal actions
of Armenia, the Islamic religious monuments, gardens, parks and architectural ensembles left
in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan have long been destroyed by the Armenians and
become history. Islamic religious monuments, i.e. mosques, tombs, shrines and other places
of worship were the most destroyed and ruined by the Armenians. One of the reasons for the
particularly ruthless destruction of historical Islamic monuments in the occupied territories is
the presence of inscriptions with Muslim epigraphy on them. That is because it is impossible
to Armenize these monuments and present them as non-Azerbaijani relics. Thus, 63 of the
67 mosques officially operating in Nagorno-Karabakh and surrounding areas were
completely and 4 were partially destroyed. Only as a result of pressure from international
organizations, the walls of the Aghdam Juma Mosque, Ashagi Govhar Agha, Yukhari Govhar
Agha and Saatli mosques in Shusha were preserved’.

Demonstrating another example of vandalism and immorality, Armenians exhibited their
hatred and insults against Azerbaijanis and the Islamic world in general by keeping pets,
including pigs, inside mosques in Agdam, Zangilan and Gubadli.

President Ilham Aliyev mentioned this issue in an interview with France 24 television
channel, saying that "they keep pigs there and thus insult the feelings of not only us, but all
Muslims."®,
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The protection of cultural property during wartime is mainly regulated by a special
international agreement, the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property
in the Event of Armed Conflict, to which more than 60 countries are party. Destruction and
intentional damage of our historical and cultural monuments by the Armenian occupiers in
the occupied territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan is a violation of this Convention, as well
as the 1992 European Convention for the Protection of Archaeological Heritage!® and to the
1972 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage?!®.

Acts of vandalism are unequivocally prohibited under international law and conventions. The
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, adopted in
The Hague in 1954, is the first international treaty on the protection of cultural property during
wartime. Under this Convention, the attacking party has an obligation not only to respect and
protect cultural property, but also to take constructive steps to prevent the theft of such
property in the occupied territories. It should be noted that Armenia's acts of vandalism
during the armed conflict are a gross violation of the 1954 Hague Convention for the
Protection of the Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and the Second Protocol
annexed to this convention in 1999. Article 912 of this Protocol obliges the occupying party to
prevent trade of cultural property and antiques in the occupied territories, to prevent their
smuggling, and to prohibit the systematic or intentional alteration of cultural, historical, as well
as scientific monuments and features.® The Convention binds parties with the protection and
defense of movable and immovable cultural values, such as architecture, art, historical
monuments, archeological excavations, located in the territory of each state and in the
territory of the opponent during military conflicts. Executive regulation defining the rules of
application of the Convention and a protocol prohibiting the exportation of cultural values
from the occupied territories was adopted for the Hague Convention.

The member states of the Convention agree to "prohibit, prevent and, if necessary, put an
end to acts of vandalism against cultural property, theft, robbery and misappropriation of
cultural property!4."

The Second Protocol to the Hague Convention of 1954, adopted in 1999, further expanded
the scope of protection of cultural property during armed conflicts. In particular, in the context
of the occupation of Azerbaijani lands by Armenia, Article 9 of the Protocol prohibits the
occupying party from illegal trade in cultural property, any archeological excavations, their
removal, alteration or destruction of cultural, historical and scientific evidence, as well as the
prevention of cultural property "in relation to the occupied territories".

Simultaneously, according to the established provisions of the Paris Convention of 1970 on
the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the lllicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership
of Cultural Property and the 1995 Convention on the Stolen or lllegally Exported Cultural
Obijects, illegal acts against cultural property and cultural heritage during armed conflicts are
considered a war crime under international criminal law. As a member of international
institutions, Armenia is responsible for acts of vandalism against the religious and cultural
heritage of Azerbaijan in the occupied territories.

| would like to note that in addition to the "terror" committed by Armenians against our
cultural monuments, they also committed environmental terrorism in the territories of
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Azerbaijan. Thus, according to the tripartite statement signed by the leaders of Azerbaijan,
Russia and Armenia on November 10, the Armenians undertook to return the Aghdam,
Kalbajar and Lachin regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan?®.

Armenians who settled illegally in Aghdam set shops and houses on fire as they left!¢ 17,
By this, they have once again proved their barbarism.

Furthermore, while Azerbaijan extended the deadline for the withdrawal of Armenians from
the Kalbajar region, which was supposed to be November 15, by 10 days, the Armenians
committed ecological terror by burning houses and forests here as well.18 1° 20 21 Thjs, in
turn, contradicts to a number of UN conventions.

Smoke rises from a burning house as cars and trucks stuck in a huge traffic jam climbing along the road from Kalbajar
leaving the separatist region of Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia. ap

Ecological terror': Azerbaijan delays takeover, Armenians torch homes??

15 http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/64384

16 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvlOmSLpzGl&feature=emb _title

17 Villagers burn Karabakh houses ahead of Azerbaijan takeover (opoyi.com)

18 Azerbaijan delays takeover, denounces fleeing Armenians (smh.com.au)

19 Azerbaijan delays takeover of Nagorno-Karabakh, denounces fleeing Armenians for burning houses | FR24 News English

20 https://apnews.com/article/azerbaijan-armenia-de83aa9dae982b8bda76a4c370d8af09

21 https://vestikavkaza.ru/analytics/armanskij-vandalizm-v-kelbadzarskom-rajone-azerbajdzana-porazil-mir.html

22 https://www.smh.com.au/world/asia/ecological-terror-azerbaijan-delays-takeover-denounces-fleeing-armenians-20201116-p56eu6.html
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Smoke rises from a burning house in an area once occupied by Armenian forces, but soon to be turned over to Azerbaijan,... MORE
(Dmitry Lovetsky/AP)

Armenians burn their homes rather than turn them over to Azerbaijan®*

One of the terms of the tripartite statement of November 10 is the return of Lachin region to
the Republic of Azerbaijan on December 1.2° %6 However, the Armenians commit the same
vandalism that they have committed in the territory of Kalbajar here as well. They burn down
houses as they leave.

23 https://www.facebook.com/Rezaphotojournalist/posts/210832143747093

24 https://www.chicagotribune.com/nation-world/ct-nw-armenia-azerbaijan-nagorno-karabakh-20201114-ol20spj7 ujgclignk5piihajca-story.html
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Lachin region on the eve of transfer to Azerbaijan?’?8

These actions of the Armenians are called “scorched earth” tactic®®. Scorched earth tactics
have been widely used by invaders in world history, such as the Nazis during World War I1.
The Wehrmacht's order to burn all the villages to destroy them in order to deprive the enemy
of the roof over their head is well known (Paul Karel. Eastern Front "Burnt Earth". P. 397 -
Document 4).

Three “everything” policies are also recognized in history as scorched earth tactics. The three
concepts of "everything", also called "Turning to Ashes", meant “kill everything“, ”“burn
everything®, "rob everything". As a result of the “scorched land” policy of the Armenian
fascists, the occupied Azerbaijani settlements were also turned into ruins and deserts. In this
regard, it should be noted that the tactics of “scorched land" are explicitly prohibited under
Article 54 of Protocol No. 1 of the Geneva Convention of 1977, and Article 55, in turn,
prohibits causing harm to the environment.

Armenian vandalism and crimes do not end there. Historically, when the Armenians occupied
the territories of Azerbaijan, they inflicted a bloody blow on the local population living here.
The most horrible of these is the Khojaly genocide.®° 3!

On February 26, 1992, Armenian military units committed an act of genocide in the city of
Khojaly, with a population of 7,000. Only about 3,000 people remained here when Armenian
troops attacked the city. Because of the blockade for more than 4 months during the siege, a
large part of the population was forced to leave the city. During the Khojaly genocide, 613
people, including 106 women, 63 children and 70 elderly people were killed, 1,000 civilians of
different ages became disabled from gunshot wounds. 8 families were completely destroyed,
25 children lost both parents and 130 lost one parent. On the night of the tragedy, 1,275
civilians were taken hostage, and the fate of 150 of them is still unknown.3? 33 34

27 https://ria.ru/20201126/karabakh-1586398156.html

28 https://ria.ru/20201126/karabakh-1586398156.html

29 Villagers burn their houses in Nagorno-Karabakh ahead of Azerbaijan takeover | Al Arabiya English

30 https://www.hrw.org/reports/1993/WR93/Hsw-07.htm

31 https://jewishjournal.com/commentary/blogs/237407/arrest-former-armenian-president-kocharyan-khojaly-genocide/
32 https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/-khojaly-genocide-one-of-darkest-pages-in-20th-century-/1744271

33 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-17179904

34 Bloodshed in the Caucasus, “Human Rights Watch” (formerly “Helsinki Watch”) report, September, 1992, pp. 19-24
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éOLUMN ONE
Vietnam’s
Hold on
America

m Even after a generation,
the emotional baggage of
the war has not been set
aside. The presidential race
has released old demons.

When people speak to you about a
preventive war, you tell them to go
and fight it. After my experience, I
have come to hate war. War settles
nothing.

—Dwight D. Eisenhower

By DAVID LAM:!

1D B
TIMES STAFF WRITER

WASHINGTON —Seventeen
years after the last helicopter lifted
off from the roof of the US.
Embassy in Saigon, the Vietnam
War still plays games with our
national psyche, opening wounds
we thought were healed and forc-
ing us to re-examine all that we
tried to forget.

For a generation of Americans—
including the 3 million men who
went to Indochina and the 13
million others who were eligible to
g0 but did not—Vietnam was not a
country as much as a state of mind.
It was where our childhood ended
and the long, dark shadows of the
Ashau Valley began.

No conflict in our history lasted
as long; only the Civil War was.as
divisive. And, somewhere between
Dong Hoi near the DMZ and Ca
Mau in the Mekong Delta, the
character of an American era was
defined. The era challenged the
standards of World War II—the
yardstick against which we had
judged heroism and the rightness
of battle for a generation—and
turned society topsy-turvy with
drugs, free love, political scandals
and assassinations, interracial
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Echoes of Tragedy

Relatives weep over the grave of a man who was
among those killed in Khojaly, the town in the

disputed Nagorno-Karabakh region that was
stormed by Armenian militants last week. A4

Algerian Court
Outlaws Islamic
Political Party

By KIM MURPHY

TIMES STAFF WRITER

CAIRO—Algeria’s experiment
-with Islamic politics officially end-

‘Wednesday when an adminis-
trative court banned the Islamic
Salvation Front, the first Muslim
fundamentalist political party ever
lesalned in the Arab world.
tribunal of

strife, protest and
the cry: “Hell, no! We won't go!”
Just when we thought the emo-
tional statute of limitations had
finally run out on Vietnam, as
President Bush told us it had in his
inaugural address, Just when we
thought our flash victory in Opera-
tion Desert Storm had buried lin-
gering doubts about national re-
solve, out of the closet again pops
the specter of Vietnam—this time
to haunt the presidential aspira-
tions of Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton.
If the war was so unpopular, if it
was a misadventure, as is now
widely believed, why should Clin-
ton be penalized for deciding, as an
anguished young man, not to rush
off to the jungles of Vietnam? After
all, John Wayne—deferred from
the World Was II draft because of

Alglers accepted the new military-
backed government's argument
that the party had pursued “sub-
versive activities whose objectives
imperiled public order and the
institutions of the state.
e Islamic Front has a week to
appenl the ruling to Algeria's Su-
preme Court. Butin a

Kerrey Ready to
End Campaign
for White House

By JONATHAN PETERSON
TIMES STAFF WRITER

WASHINGTON —Ne-
braska Sen. Bob Kerrey.
the war hero whose bid for
the presidency had initially
sparked sky-high expecta-
tions, abruptly called off a
campaign trip to Miami on
Wednesday, ready to
abandon his uphill quest
for the Democratic nomi-
nation.

Kerrey scheduled a press
conference today to an-
nounce his decision. But as
he spent the day conferring
with friends and colleagues
at the Capitol, the direction
of his thinking was appar-

Please see KERREY, A15

issued before the court decision,
the front warned that any action to
ban its operations would “drive the
country toward an uncertain fu-
ture” and force the public “to find
other means of combatting oppres-
swn and realizing their aspira-
tion:

"Whalever the judicial situation,
the {Islamic Front] remains a legit-
imate Islamic political party, for it
is in the prisons, the living rooms,

Infertility Doctor
Is Found Guilty
of Fraud, Perjury

By MARLENE CIMONS
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Tsongas-Clinton
Rivalry Heads to
Duel in Florida

By CATHLEEN DECKER
and PAUL RICHTER
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

MIAMI—Arkansas Gov. Bill
Clinton campaigned through Flori-
da on Wednesday, seeking to per-
suade voters that former Massa-
chusetts Sen. Paul E. Tson
stands too far to the right on
economic issues. Tsongas, who
ended his day in the state, said he
plans to concentrate on getting
better known among the South’s
black and lower-middle-class vot-
ers.

Strategists for the two front-
runners for the Democratic presi-
dential nomination believe Florida,
with its diverse population and
unique mixture of Southern and
non-Southern elements, is shaping
up as the main battleground among
the 11 states voting in next week’s
Super Tuesday slate of primaries
and caucuses.

Former California Gov. Edmund
G. (Jerry) Brown Jr, meanwhile,
embarked on a campaign swing
through Arizona, Nevada and Tex-
as seeking to capitalize on the
newfound nolitical credibility he
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6 Drug Officers
Partially Cleared

® Scandal: Jury acquits 5 deputies, LAPD detective on
13 counts in corruption case. Jurors deadlock on other
charges and more deliberations are ordered.

By VICTOR MERINA, TIMES STAFF WRITER

In a startling setback for government prosecutors, six Los Angeles
County narcatics officers were acquitted Wednesday on 13 counts of civil

rightsand theft

But the jurors told a federal
judge that they remained hopeless-
ly deadlocked on the remaining 14
counts against five sheriff’s depu-
ties and a Los Angeles police
detective who are accused of skim-
ming drug money, beating drug
dealers and planting cocaine on

suspects.

U.S. District Judge Robert M.

‘Takasugi ordered the jury to re-

sume deliberations but not be:ore
ittal

by a federal corrup!

Bush to Boost
Water Flow to
State’s Farmers

the
mark the first major court defeat
for prosecutors in the 3%4-year-old
money-skimming investigation
known as Operation Big Spender.

Prosecutors previously had ob-
tained 11 convictions, including
four guilty pleas from sheriff’s
deputies, in one of the worst cor-
ruption scandals in local law en-
forcement history.

‘The current trial, which is in its
seventh month, involves members
of a joint LAPD-Sheriff’s Depart-
ment anti-drug team, which oper-
ated in Southwest Los Angeles in
the mid- to late 1980s and had been

By GLENN F. BUNTING
TIMES STAFF WRITER

WASHINGTON —President
Bush today will direct the Interior
Department to immediately make
available 1 million acre-feet of
water to drought-starved farmers
in the Central Valley, The Times
has learned.

Bush today will also sign emer-

gency drought relief legislation
allowing California communities to
use federal projects to transfer and
store new sources of water, knowl-
cdgcable Administration sources

praised for its
drug trafficker:

The nar:oucs officers later be-
came targets of the Big Spender
investigation and were accused of
beating drug dealers with fists and
flashlights, skimming hundreds of
thousands of dollars in drug cash
and falsifying police reports.

During their trial, the govern-
ment found its chief witness con-
tradicted repeatedly by federal
agents. The judge moved at one
point to declare a mistrial because
FBI agents had destroyed some
accounts of key interviews. The
defense hammered at the credibi!
ity of drug dealers who were

'rnc order, to be
unveiled in Sacramento, will fur-
nish water to 7,000 Central Valley
farmers who last month were told
their federal water deliverics
would be eliminated following six
years of drought. It also will pro-
vide 100,000 acre-feet of water to
assist federal efforts to save a
threatened winter run of chinook
salmon in the Sacramento River.

“The Central Valley farmers
‘made this request and the President
heard what they were saying,” said
Steve Goldstein, spokesman for In-
terior Secretary Manuel Lujan. “We
believe this can provide a little
more securlly for their livelihood.”
will be an

testifying for
After deliberating for 16 days,
Please sec DRUG, A20

oppcrlnnlty for Bush to boost his
Please see WATER, A22

Early Primaries Feature
Candidate Role Reversals

By RONALD BROWNSTEIN

TIMES POLITICAL WRITER

If anyone wanted to make a
movie about the first stages of the
1002 nracidontial rara tha fitla

role reversal: Buchanan is posting
his strong numbers in parl by
pummeling Bush with the same
kind of issues—primarily race and
taxes—with which the President

The Bar Association of the Republic of Azerbaijan appeals to foreign bar associations and
legal societies, international organizations and embassies to condemn the criminal acts
committed by the Armenian state.

Appendix: List of historical and cultural monuments located in the territories of Azerbaijan
occupied by Armenians.

Sincerely,

Anar Baghirov, Ph.D

Chairman



Appendix

Architectural monuments®®

Name of the monument Date Location

The tomb of Kutlu Musa oglu 1314 Aghdam district, Khachinderbatli
village

Genceser monastery 1216-1238 Kalbajar district, Vangli village

Khudavang monastery X1l century Kalbajar district, Vangli village

Khudafar Bridge with 11 XI—XII century Jabrayil district, Gumlag village

arches

Khudafar bridge with 15 X1l century Jabrayil district, Gumlag village

arches

Shusha Historical- XVII-XIX centuries Shusha city

Architectural Reserve

Archaeological monuments®®

Name of the monument Date Location

Azykh cave Paleolithic period Khojavend district

Taglar cave Paleolithic period Khojavend district
Uzerliktepe residence Bronze Age On Aghdam-Agjabadi road,

Rajab Gozalov Street

Khojaly mounds Bronze-early Iron age  Khojaly city

Niftali mounds Bronze age Jabrayil district
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